Section D- The San Gabriel's Mountains

The San Gabriel's is the last big mountain range in southern California on the northward track of the PCT. It is the third "saint" of the San Jacinto's, San Bernardino's mountain group, and like the other saints, a great proportion of its flora is related to the Sierra Nevada's mountain range. As another mountain "island" the San Gabriel's have a diverse and interesting flora. Section D begins at Interstate 15 and proceeds up the northeast flank of the range with great long distance views from the trail. The orientation of the range (and trail) also parallels the San Andreas Fault, and many fault features can be viewed from the trail. The trail ascends and first attains the crest at Blue Ridge. The trail stays on this crest for most of the range, reaching its high point at Mt. Baden-Powell. The western end of the mountain range experienced a huge destructive fire a few years ago and is in the first stages of recovery.

 D1 - Interstate 15 to Lone Pine Canyon road, ~5.5 miles. Elevation range ~3000-3800 feet (800 ft. difference)

D2- Lone Pine Canyon to 3N29, ~4.5 miles. Elevation range ~3500-5200 feet (1700 ft. difference).

D3- 3N29 to 3N31, ~4 miles. Elevation range ~5100-6300 feet (1200 ft. difference)

D4- 3N31 to Highway 2 (Inspiration point), ~13 miles. Elevation range ~6300-8300 feet (2000 ft. difference)

D5- Highway 2 (Inspiration point) to Highway 2 (Vincent gulch divide), ~4.5 miles. Elevation range ~6500-7400 feet. (900 ft. difference).

D6- Highway 2 (Vincent gulch divide) to Highway 2 (Islip Saddle), ~ 11.5 miles. Elevation range ~6600- 9300 feet (2700 ft. difference)

D7- Highway 2 (Islip Saddle) to Highway 2 (Eagles Roost picnic area) ~4 miles. Elevation range ~6600- 7900 feet (1300 ft. difference)

D8- Highway 2 (Eagles Roost picnic area)- Highway 2 (Cloudburst Summit), ~7 miles. Elevation range ~5600-7000 feet (1400 ft. difference)

D9- Highway 2 (Cloudburst Summit) to Highway 2 (Three Points), ~4.5 miles. Elevation range ~5900-7000 feet (1100 ft. difference)

D10- Highway 2 (Three Points) to road 5N04, ~4 miles. Elevation range ~5200-5900 feet (700 ft. difference)

D11- Road 5N04 to Angeles Forest Highway (Mill Creek Summit), ~11.5 miles. Elevation range ~4900-6700 feet (1800 ft. difference)

D12- Angeles Forest Highway (Mill Creek Summit) to Messenger Flat Campground, ~12 miles. Elevation range ~4900-5900 feet (1000 ft. difference)

D13- Messenger Flat Campground to Soledad Canyon Road, ~14 miles. Elevation range ~2200-5900 feet (3700 ft. difference)

