Section C - San Bernardino Mountains.

Interstate 10 to Interstate 15, distance ~133 miles

The San Bernardino Mountains are a very floristically diverse range. They contain over 1500 species of plants. The reasons for this are extreme topography, geologic makeup and geographic positioning.  The range harbors the highest peak in southern California at 11,500 feet and its southeastern flank is below sea level. This climatic diversity has preserved plant species from the geologic past. Disjunct species from the Sierra Nevada's, Rocky Mountains and Baja California are all found here. The range is flanked by the Colorado desert, Mojave desert and coastal sage scrub which all contribute to the diversity. Its geographic isolation along with edaphic conditions such as carbonate soils and pebble plains has resulted in speciation having created a number of rare plants that are endemic to the range or nearly so.

Section C starts at Interstate 10 (elevation~ 1300 ft.). It then proceeds through Gold Canyon past the windmill farms. The trail descends into the Whitewater drainage then climbs a ridge, crossing over to the Mission Fork drainage, which it then follows, climbing up the southeast side of the San Bernardino Mountains. It reaches a high point of 8600 feet and stays in this conifer forest as it traverses the range. The trail slowly descends as you head westward in the mountain range and the vegetation changes to chaparral. The trail follows Deep Creek drainage for a while and then contours around Summit valley before passing by Silverwood Lake. Continuing on through chaparral and coastal sage scrub, the section ends at Interstate 15,  ~3000 feet in elevation.

C1- Interstate 10 to Cottonwood trailhead ~2 miles. Elevation range ~1300-1900 feet. (600 ft. difference)

C2- Cottonwood trailhead to Whitewater Canyon trail junction  ~7.5 miles. Elevation range ~1800-3200 feet. (1400 ft. difference)

C3- Whitewater canyon trail junction to Mission springs trail junction ~4 ½ miles. Elevation range ~2300-3000 feet.  (700 ft. difference)

C4- Mission springs trail junction to Road 1N05 ~17.5 miles. Elevation range ~3000-8100 feet. (5100 ft. difference)

C5- Road 1N05 (near Mission springs trail camp) to Rainbow Road. ~9 ½ miles.  Elevation range ~8100-8600 (500 ft. difference)

C6- Rainbow Road to road 2N01 ~5.5 miles. Elevation range ~7900-8600 feet (700 ft. difference)

C7- Road 2N01 to Highway 18, ~10.5 miles. Elevation range ~ 6800-7900 feet (1100 ft. difference)

C8- Highway 18 to Van Dusen road 3N09, ~9 miles. Elevation range ~6800-7600 feet (800 ft. difference)

C9- Van Dusen road 3N09 to road 3N14, ~10.5 miles. Elevation range ~6500-7800 feet (1300 ft. difference)

C10- Road 3N14 to Deep Creek Bridge (near Splinter’s cabin), ~13 miles. Elevation range ~4600-6500 feet (1900 ft. difference)

C11a,b,and c- Deep Creek Bridge (near Splinter’s cabin) to Highway 173 ~16 miles Elevation range ~3000-4600 feet (1600 ft. difference)

C11a- Deep Creek Bridge (near Splinter’s cabin) to second Deep Creek Bridge, ~11.5 miles. Elevation range ~3300-4600 feet (1300 ft. difference)

C11b- second Deep Creek bridge to spillway, ~3 miles. Elevation range 3100-3300 feet (200 ft. difference)

C11c- spillway to Highway 173, ~1.5 mile. Elevation range 3000-3200 feet. (200 ft. difference

C12- Highway 173 to Highway 138 (Silverwood lake exit), ~15.5 miles. Elevation range ~3200- 3600 feet. (400 ft. difference)

C13- Highway 138 (Silverwood lake exit) to Interstate 15, ~13.5 miles. Elevation range ~3000-4200 (1200 ft. difference)

