Section A – Southern Peninsular mountain ranges- Hauser Mountain, Laguna Mountains and the San Felipe hills.

Mexican border to Highway S22 (Barrel Springs), distance ~100 miles

Section A begins at the border at ~2900 feet in elevation. It traverses chaparral-covered hills passing through Hauser wilderness. A couple of plants are only found in this southern end of the trail, which are Munz's sage and the Pride of California. The trail emerges into an oak woodland before once again entering the chaparral covered slopes of Mt. Laguna. Upon reaching Mt. Laguna at ~6000 feet in elevation, you are now in a coniferous forest. The Laguna's are known for having a number of unusual plants, and the trail passes by three of them known more commonly from central California.  They are California Bay, Redbud and Sonoma sage. The trail then follows the eastern scarp of the Laguna Mountains before descending into the Anza-Borrego desert along the face of Granite Mountain. The trail then climbs up the San Felipe hills that have recently recovered from the Pine fire of 2003 and a recent fire of 2012. The trail finishes this section by again passing through chaparral and oak woodland on the north side of the San Felipe hills.

A1- Mexican Border to Highway 94, ~2.5 miles. Elevation range ~ 2500-2900 (400 ft. difference).

A2- Highway 94 to Lake Morena,  ~18 miles. Elevation range ~2300- 3500 feet (1200 ft. difference).

A3- Lake Morena to Highway 80 (Boulder creek campground), ~6 miles. Elevation range ~ 3000- 3200 feet (200 ft. difference).

A4- Highway 80 to Kitchen creek road, ~4 miles. Elevation range ~3100-4000 feet (900 ft. difference).

A5- Kitchen creek road to Mt. Laguna, ~ 12.5 miles. Elevation range ~ 4000-6000 feet (2000 ft. difference).

A6- Mt. Laguna to Pioneer Mail Picnic Area, ~ 10 miles. Elevation range ~5200- 6000 feet (800 ft. difference).

A7- Pioneer Mail Picnic Area to Sunrise parking area, ~7 miles. Elevation range ~4700- 5500 feet (800 ft. difference).

A8- (a,b) Sunrise parking area junction to Highway 78, ~18 miles. Elevation range ~2200-5000 feet (2800 ft. difference).

A8a-  Sunrise parking area junction to Rodriguez truck trail, ~9 miles. Elevation range ~3600-5000 feet (1400 ft. difference).

A8b- Rodriguez truck trail to Highway 78, ~9 miles. Elevation range ~2200-3700 feet (1500 ft. difference).

A9-(a,b,c) Highway 78 to Highway S22 (Barrel Springs),  ~24 miles. Elevation range ~2200-4400 feet (2200 ft. difference)

A9a- Highway 78 to about four miles, ~4 miles. Elevation range 2200-2500 feet (300 ft. difference)

A9b- four miles from Highway 78 to high point on the trail.

A9c- high point on trail to Highway S22 (Barrel Springs), ~5 ½ miles. Elevation range ~3400-4400. (1000 ft. difference). 

